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18 December 1959

Assistant Director/Research snd Beports
Gains of USSR from Trade

Memo from Chief, CI/ICD to AB/RR, Subject:
"Materials on US-Soviet Trade Retwrnad,”™
dated 14 Decenber 1959

1. _mom&m sugeests that the USSR is reaping
"advantages” from its importes in meeting the goals of the Seven

Year Plan. He beliewes o siufly of these alvantages could lsad
+o a forecast of the time vhen the "peaceful ecexistonce” phase
would be ended by the USSR,

2. We would agree that the USSR realizes econdmic gains
from 1te foreign trade, for the most part, and that if it 4id
not gy profit, the USSR would not engage 1o this trede. Tha
sene can be saild of the forelign tmade of any western nation,
including the United States. Profit is bhere defined ao a seving
in the use of resowrces. Undtubtedly the Soviais garner additionsl
beoarits {apsrt from economic ones) from lagports, as well as from
exporte, particulsrly in wnderdeveloped nations baving difficulties
mrketing agriculitural products. It would, I believe, be ismpossible
to guantify all these gaina Into o single measure of advantsge.
The most that can be sald is that, other things vermining equal,
Soriet geins from forelign itrade axe likely to rise or fall in
conerd with the volume of tralde 1iself.

3. X this judgment iz reasonably correct; then it fellows
that an estimste of past or likely futwe advaniages gained by
the Soviets from lmports would not produce & yardstisk which would
be of any positive value In gaging the duration of “peacelul
coexistonge.” The duration of the "p.c." phase 18, I believe,
mach more 1llisely 40 depend upon:

Approved For Release 2001/03/02 : CIA-RDP62S00545A000100040050-7



Approved For Release 2001/03/02 : CIA-RDP62S00545A000100040050-7

*2-‘

SUBJECT: Gains of USSR from Trade

a. The progress the Soviets achieve through their
mesaive military research snd development effort. If
they succeed in producing a decisive weepons system (hare
defined as one which would reutralize the U.8.'s nuclesar
strike 11ity so a8 o leave the motherland ralatively
unscathed), "p.c.” probably would go out the Kvemlin window.

b The attitude of Khrushehev's succssacr toward
forelgn trade -- this is, would he favor the prasent
Hhrughchevian moderation of the astarky principle, ¢r would
he revert to & Stalin-~like policy of virtually complete
self-sufficlencyt 25X1A

L. mm-mtwéamm-
megenreh project.
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